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BALL, CUPPAGE AND DAMERON, OF NORTHUMBER- 
LAND COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 

As it is not known where Col. William Ball, the Lancaster 
county merchant-planter, who died in November, 1680, was 
born, nor where he was reared (see Hay den's Virginia Gene- 
alogies for probably the best sketch of this worthy), and as it 
is supposed his wife was "Hannah Atheroll," sister of Thomas 
Atheroll, Jr., a barrister, and daughter of Thomas Atheroll, of 
Gray's Inn, whose seat was at Burgh, in Suffolk county, Eng- 
land, where he was buried in May, 1658, the fact that there was 
a family of Ball in Suffolkshire, also, suggests that Col. Wil- 
liam Ball came from the shire of his alleged wife. 

The Ball family for eight centuries at least was a landholder 
in the shire of Suffolk, and particularly in its city of Norwich, 
where so early as 1266, John Ball, and his wife Agnes (a daugh- 
ter of John le Paurner, of Prattenham), were deeded land, and 
in this city, in the fifteenth century, men of the name of Ball 
were prominent in the gentle trades of spicer, barker, cooper, 
grocer, etc., and the lengthy pedigree of "Ball, of Hadleigh," 
Suffolk, testifies to their having been also of the landed gentry 
of the county. But coming nearer to Col. William Ball's temp., 
it is suggestive of his originating in this shire that we find that 
among the shareholders of the Virginia Company of London, 
1622, were the names of Richard Ball and William Vesy, or 
Vesey, for his wife's mother was Mary Vesey, daughter of 
Thomas Vesey, gent., of Oldham, Suffolk. 

And there is still another item that seems to connect Col. 
William Ball with County Suffolk. In the parish register of St. 
Matthew's Church, Ipswich, Suffolk, is the entry of the mar- 
riage, 17 November, 1605, of Thomas Ball and Anne Dameron, 
widow. Now, in Northumberland county, Va., the respectable 
family of Dameron has always been in some way connected with 
that of Ball. In Suffolk county, England, ever since the four- 
teenth century, the Damerons have been land-owning and will- 
making residents, their chief seat being Westerfield Manor, and 
the registers of the parishes of Westerfield, St. Nicholas', in 
Ipswich, Coddenham, Henley and Rushmere, attest that they 
were "church people," as they also were in Wiccomico Parish, 
Northumberland county, Va., where "Mr. George Dameron" was 
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a vestryman in 1770, along with "Mr. Charles Coppage," and 
Captains David and George Ball. This gentleman was probably 
a son of the Mr. Dameron of this county, 1746, whose wife was 
Sarah Ball, a sister of the above Captains Ball, and a daughter 
of Capt. George Ball, sheriff, J. P., etc., who died in this parish 
in 1746, a grandson of the immigrant, Col. William Ball. The 
earliest connection of Dameron with Virginia was when Capt. 
John Dameron, master of the ship Duty, brought over the 
Bridewell prison inmates, sent by the Virginia Company of 
London, and it seems that about this time the Damerons them- 
selves got a footing in the Virginia Colony, since "Bridget Dam- 
eron" is in the "list of dead," at Elizabeth City, in February, 
1622-3, but what connection she was, if any, with Bar Dameron, 
who was a church warden in Wiccomico Parish, April, 1683, I 
don't know, for he was most likely a descendant of that Law- 
rence Dameron who was a patentee, 12 May, 1652, for 340 acres 
on Wiccomico Biver, Northumberland county, on account of 
transporting to Virginia seven people, said patent being entered 
8 October, 1655, and renewed 18 March, 1662. 

It is through this Dameron-Ball intermarriage that the 
Charles Coppage family of Northumberland county, was con- 
nected with the more prominent Ball family, as in the eighteenth 
century Coppage and Dameron intermarried. I don't know 
how much earlier a "Coppage" may have come to Virginia, but 
13 March, 1649, "John Cabbidge" took patent for 200 acres in 
Linhaven Parish, Lower Norfolk county, for transporting four 
persons into Virginia. This surname, originally derived from 
cup-page — the page, or lad, or may be a squire, or a knight, who 
had the honor of serving the king with his cup — has experienced 
more vicissitudes of spelling in the Virginia land and court 
records than any other English surname, for it is written Cup- 
page, Cappage, Copedge, Coppedge, Cuppidge, Cubbidge, Cab- 
bidge, Copage, Coppage. "Mr. John Coppedge," the surveyor of 
Northumberland county, 1710, etc., was the founder of the 
family in this county, where William Coppedge was a contem- 
porary and owner of some fine farm land. In years afterwards 
and before 1800 the surname is in the land records of the 
counties of King George, Stafford, Orange, Culpeper, Fauquier, 
Prince William, Lancaster and Amherst. It was also of respect- 
able antiquity in Maryland, in the Isle of Kent, where one of its 
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members, "Edward Coppedge," not only supplied division for 
the colonists, but recently furnished a writer of fiction with a 
"plot." In the August term of the Kent county court, 1652, 
said Edward was tried and found guilty of living in adultery 
with one Elizabeth Risby before he was able to prove the decease 
of her husband, William Risby. It seems that Coppedge and 
Mrs. Risby claimed and believed she was a widow, but their 
neighbors doubted this assertion, so they were indicted. Cop- 
pedge was fined and Elizabeth received fifteen lashes on her 
bare back. Subsequently it was learned and proven conclusively 
that the husband, William Risby, was dead when Elizabeth be- 
gan living with said Coppedge, and so it transpired that she was 
the common-law wife of Coppedge, "his wife but only for the 
ceremony." This same Elizabeth, who went by the name of 
Coppedge, some years subsequently had opportunity to practice 
the old Golden Rule, for she was on a jury of women to examine 
the body of a woman charged with infanticide (Maryland Court 
Records, 13 October, 1668, Kent Co.). The woman was cleared 
of the charge. 

Thomas Coppedge, of Orange county, Va., also furnished a 
topic for talk in his neighborhood, "1783, 27th 3d mo." He 
recorded a deed at Orange Court-house "from a deliberate con- 
sideration and conviction of my own mind. I am willing to 
fulfil that injunction of our Lord, Do unto all men as I would 
they should do unto me, and having under my care," names and 
describes his slaves, "I do now for myself and my heirs, release 
and discharge from being my property hereafter forever, the 
above-named negroes." Another Thomas Cuppage was one of 
the eight gentlemen who raised and loaned William Penn £6,600, 
taking as security a "blanket mortgage" on the province of 
Pennsylvania. 

Charles H. Browning. 

Ardmore P. 0., Montgomery Co., Pa. 



WHITEHEAD FAMILY DEEDS. 

Major William Nbland Berkeley, of Charlottesville, possesses 
some old deeds which have descended in his family, showing the 
following facts about the Whitehead family of King William 
county: Richard Whitehead was living in Gloucester county, 
Va., in 1699. He had issue at least two children, (1) Philip, 



